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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the communication filed on 1 1/25/2003. 

2. Claims 1-19 are pending and presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 3 and 15 are objected to because of the following informalities: the claim 
recites "the device profile". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter 
which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-7 and 13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

6. Claim 1 recites: "storing at least one configuration parameter relating to a 
software application at a network node." This limitation can be interpreted in two ways. 
One way is storing at least one configuration parameter relating to (a software 
application at a network node). Another way is (storing at least one configuration 
parameter) relating to a software application (at a network node). It is unclear whether 
the application is at the network node or the storing is implemented at the network node. 
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The examiner will interpret the limitation to have the second way of interpretation. 
Similarly, in the receiving step, same rationale is applied. 

7. Claim 13 is rejected for the same rationale as in claim 1. 

8. Claims 2-7 are dependent on claim 1. Claims 14-19 are dependent on claim 13. 
Therefore, claims 2-7 and 14-19 are also rejected as being indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed 
in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

10. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Chasman et al. (US 2007/0180075, hereafter Chasman). 

1 1 . For claim 1 , Chasman discloses a method for remotely configuring at least one 
network device comprising: 
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storing at least one configuration parameter relating to a software application at a 
network node (fig. 1, fig. 2, application server with a master database for storing 
business object type or application and configuration information), wherein each of the 
configuration parameters specifies configuration information as a function of the 
application (fig. 1, [0019], each business object type or application has associated 
properties or configuration); 

receiving a synchronization request from a first network device participating in a 
particular application at the network node ([0023] lines 12-18, [0024] lines 1-3, update 
request from the client device to the application server); 

determining an associated configuration parameter for the first network device as 
a function of the associated application ([0024] lines 3-14, comparing identifiers in the 
master database with identifiers in the update request to synchronize the data to the 
latest version); 

initiating a process to configure the first network device as a function of the 
associated configuration parameter ([0024] lines 14-19, updated data transferred to 
client device which will then update its own data). 

12. For claim 13, Chasman discloses a program storage device including instructions 
for remotely configuring at least one network device comprising: 
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storing at least one configuration parameter for each the at least one network 
device at a network node (fig. 1 , fig. 2, application server with a master database for 
storing business object type or application and configuration information), wherein each 
of the configuration parameters specifies configuration information as a function of a 
device profile (fig. 1, [0019], each business object type or application has associated 
properties or configuration); 

receiving a synchronization request from a first network device at the network 
node ([0023] lines 12-18, [0024] lines 1-3, update request from the client device to the 
application server); 

determining an associated configuration parameter for the first network device 
([0024] lines 3-14, comparing identifiers in the master database with identifiers in the 
update request to synchronize the data to the latest version); 

initiating a process to configure the first network device as a function of the 
associated configuration parameter ([0024] lines 14-19, updated data transferred to 
client device which will then update its own data). 

1 3. For claim 8, Chasman discloses a system for remotely configuring at least one 
network device comprising: 
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1 . This office action is in response to the communication filed on 1 1/25/2003. 

2. Claims 1-19 are pending and presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 3 and 1 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: the claim 
recites "the device profile". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter 
which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-7 and 13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

6. Claim 1 recites: "storing at least one configuration parameter relating to a 
software application at a network node." This limitation can be interpreted in two ways. 
One way is storing at least one configuration parameter relating to (a software 
application at a network node). Another way is (storing at least one configuration 
parameter) relating to a software application (at a network node). It is unclear whether 
the application is at the network node or the storing is implemented at the network node. 
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The examiner will interpret the limitation to have the second way of interpretation. 
Similarly, in the receiving step, same rationale is applied. 

7. Claim 13 is rejected for the same rationale as in claim 1. 

8. Claims 2-7 are dependent on claim 1. Claims 14-19 are dependent on claim 13. 
Therefore, claims 2-7 and 14-19 are also rejected as being indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed 
in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

10. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Chasman et al. (US 2007/0180075, hereafter Chasman). 

11. For claim 1 , Chasman discloses a method for remotely configuring at least one 
network device comprising: 
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storing at least one configuration parameter relating to a software application at a 
network node (fig. 1, fig. 2, application server with a master database for storing 
business object type or application and configuration information), wherein each of the 
configuration parameters specifies configuration information as a function of the 
application (fig. 1, [0019], each business object type or application has associated 
properties or configuration); 

receiving a synchronization request from a first network device participating in a 
particular application at the network node ([0023] lines 12-18, [0024] lines 1-3, update 
request from the client device to the application server); 

determining an associated configuration parameter for the first network device as 
a function of the associated application ([0024] lines 3-14, comparing identifiers in the 
master database with identifiers in the update request to synchronize the data to the 
latest version); 

initiating a process to configure the first network device as a function of the 
associated configuration parameter ([0024] lines 14-19, updated data transferred to 
client device which will then update its own data). 

12. For claim 13, Chasman discloses a program storage device including instructions 
for remotely configuring at least one network device comprising: 
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storing at least one configuration parameter for each the at least one network 
device at a network node (fig. 1, fig. 2, application server with a master database for 
storing business object type or application and configuration information), wherein each 
of the configuration parameters specifies configuration information as a function of a 
device profile (fig. 1 , [0019], each business object type or application has associated 
properties or configuration); 

receiving a synchronization request from a first network device at the network 
node ([0023] lines 12-18, [0024] lines 1-3, update request from the client device to the 
application server); 

determining an associated configuration parameter for the first network device 
([0024] lines 3-14, comparing identifiers in the master database with identifiers in the 
update request to synchronize the data to the latest version); 

initiating a process to configure the first network device as a function of the 
associated configuration parameter ([0024] lines 14-19, updated data transferred to 
client device which will then update its own data). 

1 3. For claim 8, Chasman discloses a system for remotely configuring at least one 
network device comprising: 
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a network node, wherein the network node stores device specific configuration 
files and configuration parameters (fig. 1, fig. 2, application server with a master 
database for storing business object type or application and configuration information 
with parameters), the configuration parameters associating a network application with at 
least one configuration option (fig. 1, [0019], each business object type or application 
has associated properties or configuration); 

a configuration module, wherein the configuration module: 

■ receives a configuration request from a particular network device ([0023] 
lines 12-18, [0024] lines 1-3, update request from the client device to the 
application server); 

■ determines associated device specific configuration files appropriate for 
the particular network device ([0024] lines 3-14, comparing identifiers in 
the master database with identifiers in the update request to synchronize 
the data to the latest version); 

■ initiates a deployment of the associated device specific configuration files 
for the particular network device ([0024] lines 14-19, updated data 
transferred to client device which will then update its own data). 
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14. For claims 2 and 14, Chasman further discloses initiating a process to configure 
the first network device as a function of the associated configuration parameter includes 
transmitting device specific configuration files to the first network device as a function of 
the associated configuration parameter ([0024] lines 14-19, synchronize the client 
database with the latest update or configuration from the master database by comparing 
(functions of) identifiers and version stamps). 

1 5. For claims 3 and 15, Chasman further discloses the device profile relates to at 
least one of a hardware profile and a software profile (fig. 1 , business software 
application). 

16. For claims 4 and 16, Chasman further discloses initiating a process to configure 
the first network device further includes receiving a device registry file from the first 
network device (fig. 4, step 430, update request in a queue with version stamps reads 
on registry information); determining device specific files appropriate for the first device 
as a function of the associated configuration parameter and the device registry 
associated with the first network device (fig. 4, after synchronization, based on 
identifiers and version registry information, determine the appropriate new version 
information). 
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1 7. For claims 5 and 17, Chasman further discloses each of the configuration 
parameters associates the application with at least one configuration option (fig. 2, each 
application (type) has a one configuration (at least version identifier) associated with it). 

18. For claims 6, 12 and 18, Chasman further discloses the at least one configuration 
option includes at least one of power settings, menu options and application settings 
(fig. 3, application settings of a business object). 

19. For claims 7, 1 1 and 19, Chasman further discloses the network devices include 
at least one of a laptop computer, a PDA ("Personal Digital Assistant") and a desktop 
computer ([0017] lines 1-7). 

20. For claim 9, Chasman further discloses the network application includes the 
collective behavior of a plurality of network devices and each network device is 
associated with a device profile including at least one of a hardware profile and a 
software profile (fig. 4 step 430, update message regarding a sales opportunity 
application software type from the client device and collected from a user). 
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21 . For claim 10, Chasman further discloses determining associated device specific 
configuration files further includes determining a particular network application 
associated with the particular network device (fig. 4, update request with application 
type field associated with identifier); determining configuration options for the particular 
network device participating in the network application using the configuration 
parameters; determining the device specific configuration files as a function of the 
device profile for the particular network device ([0024] lines 3-14, comparing identifiers 
in the master database with identifiers in the update request to synchronize 
configuration data (in this case the status change) to the latest version). 
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Conclusion 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

- Salem et al. US 2003/00841 04. 
• Caulfield et al. 2007/01 77571 . 

■ Heard et al. US 2006/0236363. 

- Mettala et al. US 2004/0215669. 

■ Sivaraman et al. US 2004/0205263. 

■ Heard et al. US 200/0242685. 

■ Hu. US 2003/0182408. 

23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hieu T. Hoang whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1253. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8 a.m. -5 p.m., 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571-272-3913. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




ANDREW CALDWELL 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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